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Start in Our Own Neighborhood 

Storm water runoff from  
urban areas can carry 
pollution generated by: 
 
·Littering,  
·Construction activity  
·Use of pesticides/fertilizers,  
·Illegal dumping or discharges, 
·Improper disposal of used oil and chemicals, and 
·New development and redevelopment.  



Why Conserve Water? 
ü  0ÅÏÐÌÅ ÕÓÅ ÕÐ ÏÕÒ ÐÌÁÎÅÔȭÓ ÆÒÅÓÈ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÆÁÓÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÉÔ ÃÁÎ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌÌÙ ÂÅ ÒÅÐÌÅÎÉÓÈÅÄȢ 
 
ü  To provide enough clean fresh water for people. 

 
ü  When you use water wisely, you help the environment.  

 

ü  When you use water wisely, you save energy. 

  

ü  When you use water wisely, you save money. 

 

ü  Water is essential to life on earth.  

 

ü  Using water wisely means conserving it when you can, and not wasting it. 
 



Sewage Treatment 
Water that flows down the 
drains in our homes goes to 
sewage treatment facilities 
and then to our waterways 
(rivers, creeks and bayous). 



Storm Water Drainage 
   Water that flows 

into our storm 
water drainage 
system goes 
directly into our 
bayous, rivers, and 
ultimately, into 
Galveston Bay.   

 

Storm water receives NO treatment.     



tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ aƛǎŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦΧ  
 

×  If fertilizer runoff is a problem, then not  
     fertilizing solves that problem, right?  Wrong. 
 
×  As odd as it might seem, it can benefit  
     the environment if you feed your lawn the right  
     amount. 
 
×  It's essential to use fertilizers correctly.  
 
 

Fertilizer  

Å  Give your plants what they need, but don't overdo it.  

 

Å  And make sure that you fertilize your yard and garden and  

   not the sidewalk, driveway and road, where fertilizer can easily    

   be washed into a lake or stream. 
 



tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ aƛǎŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦΧ 

Å  Pesticides are particularly damaging when they are introduced into rivers, streams,  
    and other bodies of water.  
 
Å  On a smaller scale, when you use pesticides on your lawn, there's a good chance  
   that they will have unintentional effects on other living things.  
 
Å  While pesticides do offer some benefits,  
   such as controlling damaging pests, and  
   they are all regulated by the government,  
   they have still been proven to harm the  
   environment.  
 

Pesticides  



   

·Government,  

·Volunteer groups, and  

·Businesses. 

  

 

Working together to solve a 

common problem: 

Storm Water Inlet Marking 
SWIM PROGRAM 



 

SWIM ς Storm Drain Marker Design 



Current Billboards 



 

· Never pour  pesticides, household paints, chemicals or 
motor oil on the ground or down a storm drain  

· Take household toxic products to a household hazardous 
waste facility or one day collection event 

· Pick up after your pets and properly dispose of their  
waste in the trash 

· Never sweep or blow yard clippings down a storm drain. 
Consider leaving it on your lawn as fertilizer 

·$ÏÎȭÔ ÏÖÅÒ-water or over-fertilize your lawn  

· Consider washing your vehicle on your lawn instead of 
your driveway or street 

· Report illegal dumping by calling (713) 274-6300 
(county) or 311 (city)  

· Take part in the Storm Water Inlet Marking             
(SWIM) Program 

· Stay informed ɀ visit CleanWaterways.org 

What Can You Do to Help? 


